
Hello and welcome to The Voice  

- our summer issue. 
 

It’s nearly a blur in this old mind of 

mine since we held our 2nd event at 

Kingston Maurward in March. But I can 

honestly say that it’s still regularly 

mentioned at the meetings and groups 

we attend and more importantly, by 

you, our families. We had over 180 

people come along. For the 60 

stallholders this gave them a real 

chance to hear from you face to face.  

We also had more members sign up to 

DPCC which is fabulous. 

 

So, my thanks go to the committee 

and to Elaine for all the hard work in 

making this such a successful day. 

 

Which brings me to the 27th June and 

the ‘Mythbusting Event’.  We asked 

you at Kingston Maurward if you 

wanted to know about Direct 

Payments.  You said ‘yes’, so we have 

organised this event so you can get 

the answers you need. 

 

Our members also responded 

brilliantly to a questionnaire about how 

to find information that’s important to 

them and their family.  There is brief 

outline of the results in this edition.  A 

full collation will be published soon on 

the Dorset County Council Family 

Information Service website, as well 

as our own website.   

 

Finally, just ready for the summer, 

DPCC now own two purpose built 

beach huts.  These are for members to 

book and use.  The sites are at Knoll 

Beach Studland and Friars Cliff, 

Christchurch.  Members will be 

receiving full details on how to book 

from Fiona.   

 

We have also been involved in setting 

up a third beach hut on the 

promenade at Lyme Regis which can 

be booked direct through the Town 

Council. Telephone: 01297 445175. 

 

My special thanks go to Ian Bennett of 

Dorset County Council and Lindsey 

Halford of Dorset Youth Association for 

all the support they have given in 

getting these projects off the ground.  

 

So, once again, if you are reading this 

and you want to become a member, 

please do sign up.  It’s so important in 

these uncertain times that our voice 

stays loud. 

 

We keep communication and 

information at the top of our priorities.  

For those of you whose children are 

not in special schools we value your 

knowledge and experiences too.  It’s 

your child that’s important, not the 

building they go to for their education. 

 

Hope to see you soon. Have a good 

summer.  

  Lesley 

 
PS. Just take a look at the pictures on 

the back page of our beach huts.  Now 

where’s my bucket and spade…….? 
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Giving out information at our event. 



Firstly, thank you for the opportunity to write 

an article in your newsletter. 
 

Secondly, I would like to take the opportunity 
to publicly thank Lesley and Elaine for their 

time, tact and tenacity in helping us in our aim 

to develop an Educational Psychology Service 
in Dorset that is family friendly. 

 
Educational Psychology is based upon a body 

of knowledge that Educational Psychologists 
have studied either at Master’s Degree or 

Doctoral level.  This body of knowledge tells 

us many things including; 

• success motivates people to try harder,  

• it is more effective to tell a child what to 
do than what not to do,  

• if children/young people feel they are part 
of the group they will behave with 
responsibility towards the other members of 
the group etc. 
 

Through applying psychology we try to ensure 
that children and young people can have a 

setting and a set of activities that enable them 
to succeed, to feel good about themselves and 

to belong to a friendship group. 

We recognise that all children are different 

and will learn at different rates. A child may 
learn to take their first steps or to read their 

name at age one, age five or age fifteen; at 
whatever age it is a cause for celebration.   

 

Some children/young people have challenges 
in their lives that make it important we plan 

very carefully for moments of success and 
Educational Psychologists will work together 

with families and staff to carry out this 
planning.  

 

The Educational Psychology Service is a 
limited resource and therefore the service 

prioritises children/young people who 
experience high levels of challenge particularly 

at certain times in their life e.g. transferring 

from one school to another. 
 

If an Educational Psychology Service is 
effective it will enable children/young people 

and their families to look back on their 
childhood years and remember them as times 

when they were happy and proud of the steps 

they achieved. 
Janet Morris  

Principal Educational Psychologist 

 

 

 
 

Janet Morris 
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Our thanks to Janet Morris 
Principal Educational 
Psychologist at 

Dorset County Council for 
explaining about the role of 
Educational Psychologists 

Educational Psychologists work for children/young people and their families 

 
New Ways of 

Working 
 

by Les Gardener  
Head of Early Intervention Services 

 

Children’s Services in the Local Authority has for some time 

been changing and developing its services for families in 

Dorset.  In September the final piece of the jigsaw will be 

in place when staff are fully recruited to the new ‘early 

intervention’ teams.  Although teams have been operating 

for some two and a half years this is the final development 

which will give a greater clarity about the role of the new 

service. 

 

Our introduction of early intervention teams is very much in 

line with national thinking.  The recent Munro review talks 

of ‘sharing responsibility for the provision of early help’. 

 

“The review is recommending the Government place a duty 

on local authorities and their statutory partners to secure 

the sufficient provision of local early help services for 

children, young people and families.  This should lead to 

the identification of the early help that is needed by a 

particular child and family and to the provision of an offer 

of help where their needs do not match the criteria for 

receiving children’s social care services”. 

 

Early Intervention Services are a key part of Children’s 

Services.  We aim to deliver early support and help to 

children, young people and families through our locality 

teams.  Staff in the team include children’s centres, 

outreach workers, youth workers, education social workers 

and locality workers.  

 

There will be a team in each of the six District and Borough 

areas (e.g. a team in Purbeck, a team in North Dorset etc) 

with a team leader.  Three Locality Managers (covering two 

teams each) will ensure that there is consistency across 

Dorset and ensure that workloads, priorities and resources 

are properly allocated.  They will be responsible for the 

close working and ensuring that links are maintained with 

social care, inclusion services, public health, schools and 

the voluntary/ community sector.   

 

We will look to ensure that families receive co-ordinated 

support.  This will be achieved by services working closely 

together, through appropriate sharing of information, 

removing duplication and clear communication with 

families.  We will deliver high quality ‘universal 

services’ (open to all children, young people and parents) in 

our Children’s Centres and Youth Centres, but target 

resources at those families requiring additional help (school 

attendance, behaviour, holiday activities, parenting 

support). 

 

The Common Assessment Framework (CAF, Team around 

the Child/ Family meetings and lead professional are all 

features of the work of early intervention.  Staff will be 

based in local hubs/ offices across Dorset where they will 

be able to work more closely together and be more 

accessible to families.   

 

Contact details for all of the new Locality Teams and hubs 

will be available in the next newsletter. 



Have you joined The Xchange yet?   

If not, you can contact 

thexchange@dorsetcc.gov.uk  

for an application pack. 

 

The Xchange is the news and information network for 

children who are disabled and their families set up by 

Dorset, Bournemouth and Poole local authorities. 

www.dorsetparentcarercouncil.co.uk www.dorsetparentcarercouncil.co.uk 

Have ideas you want to share? Like to be kept informed about 
our work? Just let us know. Become a member and we can 
easily keep you informed on what we are planning and doing.   
 
Why not tell other parents of too?  Talking to each other is 
how we hear about most things after all… and if they want a 
copy of this newsletter or if you know anyone else who might 
find it interesting, just ask for some more copies. 

     Membership Secretary:  

 

F. Brind 
11 Kingsbere Crescent 

Dorchester 
DT1 2DY 

Email: 
General: dpcc@talktalk.net 
Chair: lesleymellor@sky.com 

       Telephone: 
 

CONTACT USCONTACT USCONTACT USCONTACT US    

07827 793 244 

Our survey at the end of last year was in partnership 

with the Family Information Service at Dorset County 
Council. One of the questions asked how you 

accessed information…. ‘through school’ was the most 
chosen option. 

 

The survey also asked what information you would 
like available to you. The most chosen options were 

‘short break activities for children’ and ‘transition 
services’ 

 
The full survey report will be available soon and with 

the Xchange website coming soon, the opportunity to 

find information should soon be easier. 
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                   DIRECT PAYMENTS:    

 
WHAT DO YOU KNOW!? 

 
 

We have asked this question to as many parents, carers and 

professionals as possible over the past year, particularly to 
those of you who attended the recent Dorset Parent-Carer 

Council ‘Information Event’ at Kingston Maurward.  It is clear 
that there are many myths and misunderstandings surround-

ing Direct Payments. 
• What are Direct Payments? 
• Am I eligible? 
• How would Direct Payments benefit me? 
• Will I automatically receive Direct Payments if I’m  
 eligible? 
• What services will I be able to buy? 
• How can I find out more? 
As a way of helping as many people as possible to have a 
better understanding about Direct Payments DPCC recently 

hosted a ‘Mythbusting Event’. Many of the key questions and 
answers we aim to make available on the DPCC website. 

Watch out for future events being hosted by DPCC around 
key issues for our families. 

Elaine  

A Cautionary Tale of Blue Badge Parking  
  

“If, like me, you have a blue badge and a car that is 

tax exempt, be very careful if you park in a non-

disabled bay, even if you put out your badge and 

clock correctly.   

 

I recently received a parking fine for doing this, because I had not paid 

for parking, even though the disabled could park for free in a marked 

bay. All the marked bays were full but there were plenty of empty 

ordinary ones.   

 

My fine was waived on appeal, but I was told that I had broken the 

parking regulations and the ticket was legitimately given. “                                                                    

Lynnet Williams 

Hi, I am Dave Franks, a parent of Sophie at Wyvern Special School, Committee Member of DPCC and County Sports and 

Physical Activity Manager for DCC managing Dorset Sports Team. Over many years I have developed a number of 
disability sports programmes.  Here are a couple of important news items, as we approach the 2012 Olympic and 

Paralympic Games. 

Survey for Disability Sport: To help inform future sports provision for disabled children and young people in Dorset we have created an 

online survey, which will only take a few minutes to complete.  We would particularly like to hear from those in transition i.e 16 – 18 year 
olds.  The more children who complete the survey, the better we will be equipped to link children to the right clubs and sports.   

The survey cut off date is 15th July.  To access the survey go to the following link - http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/N5H77Q5 

Dorset Special Schools Beach Festival: For the fourth year we are organising the Dorset Special Schools Beach Festival, 

held on Weymouth Beach on 5th July 10am-2pm. This year as an Olympic inspired event we have up to 250 children from all 
Dorset special schools attending.  Children will have a go at watersports, beach sports and cultural activities. All children will 

receive a free T-Shirt and opportunity to challenge themselves in many fun activities. Parents of children are welcome to 
spectate from Weymouth esplanade.  For more information about these and other opportunities contact me….. 

 

County Sports &Physical Activity Manager - Work 01305 224855 - Mobile 07733301940 - email: d.g.franks@dorsetcc.gov.uk 



Every week we attend meetings with different organisations or services who work with or for our 
children and families.  We often have several meetings in one day!   
 
We are always looking for new members who might like to help us make a difference and who could 
attend some meetings on behalf of DPCC (particularly in the North and East of the County). If you have a 

particular interest in any of the services or developments we are currently involved with or perhaps 
there are any other areas of support you may be able to give, then please contact us.   

        

“We can and we are making a big difference.” 
 

Here are a selection of some of the areas we have been involved with over the last few months. 

• People and Places Training 
 

• Invited to London for the SEN Green 
Paper Conference 

 

• Regional Conference for Parent 

Forums 
 

• Childrens Mental Health Conference 

London 
 

• A Person Centred Review facilitation 

at Yewstock school 
 

• Working with various health 

departments looking at the leaflets 
they issue, including the new project 

‘Masey’ for the Early Years Team 

• Holding workshops at various 

conferences for professionals 
 

• Transition Roadshows—which are on 

the road again 
 

• Person Centred Review 
 
• Our information survey 

 
• and of course, our big event for 

parents and providers at Kingston 
Maurward. 

 
Also, we are continuing our work 

with the PCT and Dorset County 

Council boards and groups around 

Children’s Services....    
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View from the door Christchurch hut 

The seafront at Christchurch 

View through the door 

Studland Beach Hut 

National Trust buggies may be available 
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