
“Hello & Happy 
New Year, 
 
Welcome to our first 
newsletter for 2010 
featuring our newly 
designed logo. We 
are very proud of the 

design created by Amelia for us. 
Our thanks also go to Farmer 
Palmers for the prize they kindly 
donated for her. Everyone who's 
seen the design thinks it's eye 
catching and brilliant.  We certainly 
do! 
 
As you will read inside, we have 
been very busy working with 
various agencies.  It’s been 
heartening to find that they want to 
listen to us and are very willing to 
do so. 
 
For me, I would like to thank 
everyone who attended one of the 
venues for our launch events. We 
now have well over 100 members. 
The feedback sheets that many of 
you contributed to have made 
interesting reading.  Wherever you 
are in the county, it seems many of 
you are experiencing the same 
problems or results with the 
services. We will be putting your 
feedback findings on our website so 
please take a look at them. 
 
In November, Elaine (our Vice 
Chair), Catherine  (our Secretary) 
and I, all attended a conference 
hosted by Together for Disabled 
Children, to meet with the other 
Parent Councils / Groups from all 
over the South West. 

It was an informative and positive 
experience.  It was slightly nerve 
racking too, as I had to do a 
presentation to everyone with Ian 
Bennett, Dorset County Council 
Development Officer.  
 
But being able to talk to the other 
groups and to hear how they are 
working (or not!) with their local 
councils gave us a good baseline, of 
where we are and how our 
relationship is progressing not only 
with the DCC but the Primary Care 
Trust too. It’s very clear to us that 
we are not just “ticking the boxes” 
for government funding, but are 
really participating in the 
discussions and meetings that are 
starting to shape the services we all 
need in the future. 
 
To get information out to you, the 
families, is going to be a major 
priority this year.  It’s also really 
important to get your opinions back 
to us too. So please, if you haven't 
registered with us, please do.  Our 
web site and membership database 
is steadily expanding but we need 
more voices......yours! 
 
This newsletter, apart from having 
to have my photo taken, (glamour I 
ain't), is a joy to put together 
because it’s our opportunity to let 
you know we are here and that 
what we are doing is working.  We 
have a voice and we using it! 
 
Best wishes” 

Lesley 
 

We are going from strength 
to strength.   

Membership of DPCC has 
grown to over 120 already.  

We have already taken part 
in major conferences and 
events and have members 
representing us on 
important boards at the 
County Council and with the 
health services. 

We are also now involved in 
creating policies and 
guidelines for services. 

You can read about all this 
and more, inside this issue. 
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“We need to make the opportunity for all parents voices to be heard. 
Through the formation of this Council we are starting that process.” 

Why join us? 
The purpose of our Council is to be a voice to inform all 
agencies and services about the needs of disabled 
children and their families in Dorset. By joining us, your 
voice can be added to our growing membership and help 
give us more authority and power.   
 
The more parents we represent, the stronger our voice 
will be and the more chance we have of being heard.   
 
We aim to work with all agencies and services that offer 
help, advice and benefits to our children and ourselves, 
including our schools, police, district and parish councils, 
Dorset Primary Care Trust and any other local facilities, 
organisations and enterprises. 

 
 
 

It’s easy and free! 
There’s nothing to pay and no obligations.  If 
you are the parent or carer of a child with a disability and 
aged 0-21 years living in Dorset, then you can join us. 
 
How do I join? 
Simple.  Just fill in the application form 
contained in this newsletter and return it to 
the address shown.  If the form is missing, 
just contact us and we’ll be happy to send you 
a copy. 
 
Remember the more members we have, the 
stronger our voice will be working for the 
benefit of all of us and our children. 

 
 

Introducing the Dorset Transition Team 

What is the Transition Team? 
The Dorset Transition Team is a joint venture 
between the disability teams from Dorset County 
Council (Adult and Children’s services) and 
Connexions.  The Team is based at Connexions 
in Poundbury, Dorchester and is made up of  
• Three Connexions Personal Advisors who work 

directly out of the 10 Special Schools in Dorset  
• Two part time Transitions Social Workers and  
• One full time Transitions Worker. 
 
What do the Personal Advisors do? 
The three Connexions Personal Advisors work 
with all young people aged 13-19 in Dorset 
special schools.  Connexions Personal Advisors 
are responsible for providing information, advice 
and guidance to young people making the 
transition from special needs schools to post 16 
provisions. This focuses on education, 
employment and training options.  
 
The Advisors work to provide a smooth 
transition through this process and to ensure 
that families meet the required deadlines for 
applications.  Another key role of a PA is to 
complete the “ Section139”  document which 
gives detailed information on the young person’s 
support needs.  This document is passed on to 
colleges or training providers depending on their 
post 16 option. 
 
What are year 9 assessments? 
The Transition (Social) Workers receive referrals 
for assessment of all year 9 students with a 
Statement of Special Educational Need across 
Dorset.  We work with young people who are 
likely to be eligible for services from Dorset 

County Council adult disability teams.  At Year 9 
we will not usually have sufficient information to 
predict the precise impact of their disability on 
their adult life.   
 
So, we work to make our judgements on the 
basis of likely future need as indicated by their 
diagnosis and their current level of 
functioning. If the young person is assessed as 
eligible for transition support, the worker will 
work alongside the young person and their 
families throughout their transition into 
adulthood encouraging them to achieve their full 
potential and access the necessary multi-agency 
support to meet their needs. 
 
Can we get more information? 
Dorset is currently developing its countywide 
strategy on transition and we would love for you 
and your young person to get involved. Please 
contact your DPCC representative for details on 
how to take part and make sure your voice is 
heard. 
 
If you would like more transition information 
please visit our website which we are currently 
developing. 
 
Web: www.connexions-bdp.co.uk   
 

or contact our  
office  

℡ 
01305  

260600    

So please fill in the application form and  
return it to us TODAY.   

 
 
 

In this issue, Sally Hunt, 
(Team Manager for Transition 

Planning Team) from 
Connexions tells us about the  
Dorset Transition Team. 

Sally Hunt 

Who they are and  
what they do 

We’ve had a new leaflet  
printed setting out who we  

are and what we do.  It also 
contains an application form 
for membership.  If you know 

anyone who might be 
interested or have ideas where 

we can display the leaflets, 
please let us know. 

MORE NEWS 

Join Dorset Parent-Carer Council 

 Lesley says: 
“We are working 
with the Team to 
help them under-
stand OUR views 
about transition” 

 



 

    DORSET MAX CARDS update 
    by Rachel Rogers from Action for Children 
 
The Dorset Max Card Scheme lets disadvantaged young people gain 
free or discounted entry to different leisure activities. The scheme 
started last year and is run by Action for Children in partnership 
with DCC who fund it. 
 
Further funding through the Aiming High programme will extend the 
scheme to include children who are disabled, starting with those 
who attend special schools.  Information and application forms will 
be sent to schools in March.  Keep an eye out for them! 
 
The card includes a “plus one” format, so each young person can 
take a friend or carer with them . The scheme has focused on 
sporting activities but Action for Children hopes to expand provision 
to include other leisure activities such as galleries, museums, arts 
centres and tourist attractions.  If there is any venue or facility that 
you would like to see join the list of Max Card providers, please  
e-mail your suggestion to dmc@actionforchildren.org.uk. 

 Short Break Survey Results update 
 
A big “thank you” to everyone who took the time and trouble to complete the survey form 
and return it.  There were over 200 replies which makes this a really valuable piece of work.  
And importantly, everyone should have received their vouchers in time for Christmas too!  
Answers to the survey came in from across the whole county. 
 
At the moment, the details have just been entered onto a computer spreadsheet for analysis and 
we are working with the Short Break Team at Dorset County Council to produce a detailed report 
on the information received. It is already clear that there is a lot of useful information on the 
forms.  The full report should hopefully be available by our next issue when we can give you 
more details and it will be available on our website as soon as we can. 

MORE INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 
 
One of the issues we have been raising at 
the DCC Short Breaks Project Board meet-
ings is that families need more information 
about Short Break (respite) opportunities. 
 
Dorset County Council have listened to us.  
The Short Breaks Team have developed an 
online directory packed with details about 
opportunities.  The directory is updated 
regularly. 
 
The Family Information Service has also 
been relaunched with an improved website 
and with much more information about 
breaks and a whole lot more. Find both at 
 

www.dorsetforyou.com 
 
Finally, our own website will be featuring as 
many details as we can so please check our 
pages too and let us have any useful infor-
mation that you think should be added.  We 
want the site to work for you so let us know 
what you want! 

Our website  
http://dorsetpcc.googlepages.com/ 

Dorset Shared Care Scheme 
We’ve heard that Dorset, Bournemouth and Poole are launching a joint 
scheme to recruit more Shared Carers across Dorset.  This is great 
news.   
 
Shared Care, where a child is looked after by a carer for regular short 
periods, can be a great help to many families.  A regular break even just 
a few hours once a week can be the lifeline we need at times. 
 
Maybe you know someone who wants to be a carer?  There is a 
dedicated enquiry line on 0808 168 5154 for more details.  We’ll give 
you more information when we get it. 

Working with hospitals to improve services 
 

Recently a number of Paediatricians at Dorset 
County Hospital, including Dr Gillian Watterson, 
recognised the need for hospital guidelines when a 
child/young person with Autistic Spectrum Disorder 
(ASD) is admitted to hospital. Imagine our huge 
delight when the Dorset Parent-Carer Council were 

approached and asked to be involved. At the end of  November 
last year we met with the Paediatricians.  Imagine too, how great it 
was when our views and opinions were taken into consideration.  
The guidelines will soon be in place, guidelines the DPPC helped 
formulate.  
 
A clear example of how the Dorset Parent-Carer Council CAN 
make a positive difference to the lives of our children. 

Elaine Okopsky 
Vice Chair DPCC 

If you have ideas you want to share or if you want to be kept 
informed about us, please let us know.  We have some great 
ideas for the year ahead. Become a member and we can keep 
you informed on what we are planning and doing.   
 
Why not tell other parents of disabled children too?  Talking 
to each other is how we hear about most things after all… 
and if they want a copy of this newsletter or if you know 
anyone else who might find it interesting, just ask us for 
some more copies. 

CONTACT US 

Membership Secretary:  
 
F. Brind 

11 Kingsbere Crescent 
Dorchester 
DT1 2DY 

Email: 
 

General: dpcc@taltalk.net 
 
Chair: lesleymellor@sky.com 
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Together for Disabled Children 
Regional Conference in Taunton.  A 

chance to meet other groups like ours 
across the South West.  DPCC gave a 

presentation on our success story. 

Meeting and working with 
Connexions and Transition in 

Education Team 

“Bringing it all together” conference for service 
providers looking at parent support strategies.  We had 
a stand and ran a workshop to promote our Council to 

professionals to let them know that we are here 

Became involved in the consultation 
process surrounding the re-structuring of 

the Cherries, following the review of 
services provided by Digby Court/The 

Cherries 
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Our first Multi Agency Planning 
(MAP) Group meeting.  Then met 
with the Chair (Janet Morris) to 

consider the best way for DPCC to 
work in partnership with the MAP 

Conference Weymouth 
College—Dorset Learning 

Disabilities Partnership 
Board. All day event on 
health.  Made important 

links with NHS/PCT 
services. 

Invited to be on the committee 
formed by Dorset PCT to 
improve the transition into 

Adult Services 

Our launches take place at 
Weymouth, Sturminster New-
ton, Wimborne and Bridport. 
 
Plenty of publicity with radio 
appearances and a full page 
feature in the Dorset Echo 

DPCC are involved in our 
first Short Break Project 

Board meeting We request to meet with Jackie Last, the 
Head of Children and Family Services, 

and discussed with her issues about The 
Cherries, consultations and agree further 

meetings. 

Meeting with lead 
professionals within NHS/

PCT to formulate 
guidelines for when a 

young person with ASD is 
admitted to hospital 

Established links with Dorset Carers 
Partnership 

Another meeting with Connexions and 
Transitions 

Another Short Break 
Project Board 

meeting 

Another Multi Agency 
Partnership meeting 

Attending Early Years 
Support Conference 
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2010? much more! 

 
A taste of some of what’s been happening since our last newsletter….. 

 meetings we have attended and links we have made with  other groups, 
Dorset County Council and Dorset PCT 

WHAT YOU CAN DO... 
 
This page shows what we’ve been  
doing.  It’s been very busy!  

We are always looking for other parents who would 
be willing to attend future meetings alongside an 
existing committee member.  

Please contact us if you’d like to 
be involved.  Details inside. 


