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Date for your diary 

DPCC Annual DPCC Annual 

Information Event Information Event   
  

This years annual 
Information Event is the most 
important one we have held. 

 
The coming SEN reforms will 
impact on so many families 
and young people. Lots of 
you said in our survey that 

you need much more 
information to understand 

what is happening. 
 

We are dedicating one of the 
rooms to the reforms with 
plenty of people to talk to 
you and answer questions 

and seek your views. 
  

TUESDAYTUESDAY  

18TH MARCH 201418TH MARCH 2014  
 

10am to 2pm 
 

Kingston Maurward  
nr Dorchester DT2 8PY 

JanuaryJanuary  20142014  

Hello, 
and welcome to a special 2014 newsletter.  
 
Firstly many thanks to everyone who 
completed our 2013 Information Survey 
and  I hope you have spent your ‘Thank 
You’ voucher. We are still analysing all the 
survey results and aim to publish them on 
our website and also on the Xchange soon. 
 

Exciting news for 2014. Our new Beach 
Hut which will be on Weymouth Beach has 
now been built and looks wonderful. 
Funded by a Dorset County Council grant it 
will be on site from March to October each 
year.  
 
We were successful with our Lloyds Bank 
Community Fund bid which has meant we 
can also buy a beach wheelchair for the hut 
- so a big “Thank You” to all who voted for 
us. Dorset Parent Carer Council members 
will get the date of the Beach Hut launch 
by email. 
 

The Children and Families Bill  
This newsletter is dedicated to information 
about the Children and Families Bill  
currently going through Parliament. This 
will be bringing enormous changes for all of 
us.   
 
At this years annual Information Event 
(March 18th at Kingston Maurward) we will 
be providing lots of information  on the 
changes that this bill will have for children 
and young People. More importantly we 

will be looking to get your views on 
elements of the changes, the Education, 
Health and Care Plan (EHC) and the Local 
Offer.  
 
Other dates for participation workshops 
that you can become involved in will be 
published soon.   
 
There is a tremendous amount of work 
going on to make Dorset ready for the 
reforms and these are supported by our 
committee members.  
 
We are also working with Bournemouth 
and Poole Parent Carer Forums. The  
changes mean there will be a whole Dorset 
approach - not with all the processes since 
some will be kept local to each authority - 
but the EHC plan and the Local Offer will 
work across all Dorset.  
 
Thank you, to everyone who is giving their 
time and energy to this work. I’m looking 
forward to seeing as many of you as 
possible 18th March at Kingston Mauward. 
 

Best wishes     Lesley 

Lesley Mellor 
Chair of DPCC 

Special SEN Reforms issueSpecial SEN Reforms issue  
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PS: Sneak preview of  our Weymouth Beach Hut in the factory 



www.dorsetparentcarercouncil.co.uk 

 Why the reforms are important. 
 
“ The government’s reforms for children with Special 
Educational Needs and children who are disabled will 
significantly change the way that we work together for 
children and young people in Dorset. We are committed 
to developing new ways of working that value and 
include children and young people and help them 
achieve the best possible outcomes. 
 
The reforms will bring about changes in three key 
areas: 
 
Changes in organisations and cultures –  

the reforms will require significant cultural and 
organisational change for the local authority and its 
key partner organisations (eg Health).  
Professionals will need to do things differently and 
to have a different relationship with the children and 
families with which they work. 

 
Improving participation and engagement –  

we need to work together with partner 
organisations to make sure that we all understand 
the reforms and that we all play our part in putting 
them into practice.  The views of children and young 
people and their families will help to guide the 
changes that we make. 

New ways of working - 
 the reforms will introduce new models and 
processes, with a much stronger emphasis on 
placing children and families at the heart of 
processes and involving them in planning and 
decision making.   There will also be increased joint 
working between organisations. 

 
The changes will begin to come into effect from 
September 2014 and we are starting to prepare for 
this in Dorset.  We are also working with Bournemouth 
and Poole and with other neighbouring local authorities 
to ensure that we are as consistent as possible across 
the region.   
 
The Dorset Parent Carer Council 
is working closely with us on all 
these developments and their 
support is helping to make sure 
that the changes make the best 
possible difference for children 
and families.   
 
We see the reforms as an 
important step in continuing to 
make things better for children 
and families in Dorset. “  
 

Person Centred Reviews 
 

Currently children with Statements of Special Educational Needs (SEN) have an annual review.  
 
In Dorset an increasing number of schools are using ‘person-centred planning’ in children and young 
people’s annual reviews. These schools include our special, secondary and primary schools.  

 
Person-centred planning: 

Places the child at the centre of all work 
Focuses on the positive aspects of a child’s life rather than what they cannot do 
Focuses on the child’s strengths, passions, interests and the things that others like and 

admire about them 
Discovers and acts on what is important to a child 

 
The person centred annual review describes what is important to the child (both now and 

for the future) and the support needed. The process not only meets statutory 
requirements, it greatly exceeds them, in what matters to the child and family is 
explored in a more holistic way. The approach results in actions that are about life, and 
reflect what is possible and not just what is available. 
 
The 2014 Government reforms will replace SEN Statements and post 16 
Learning Disability Assessments with a single Education, Health and Care Plan 
(EHCP). Person-centred planning will underpin the EHCP giving a greater voice 
to the child/ young person about their needs and aspirations for the future. 

Sarah Goddard 
Senior Educational 

Psychologist 
Dorset County Council 

Dr Helen Squibb 
Head of Learning and Inclusion, 

Children’s Services,  
Dorset County Council. 

 

Whether you are at home or on the go, it’s now even easier to keep up to date with what the 

Dorset Parent Carer Council have been up to and what issues affect you! Check us out on 

www.dorsetparentcarercouncil.co.uk. Send us a Tweet at @dpccnews or join us on Facebook at 

Dorset Parent Carer Council. Don’t forget too, that you can always e mail us with any queries 
or suggestions at dpcc@talktalk.net or call us on 07827793244.  

          We look forward to hearing from you! 

“It’s so easy now to stay in touch with us” 

http://www.dorsetparentcarercouncil.co.uk
mailto:dpcc@talktalk.net


WHAT IS BEING PROPOSED! 

 

The Department for Education are proposing a radical shake up of how children with SEN and their families are supported. 
Some of the key proposals include: 

• Replacing the statement of SEN with a broader 0-25years, Education, Health and Care Plan 
• Giving parents and young people the option of a personal budget to buy specialist support 
• Requiring local authorities to set out a ‘local offer’ of what support they normally provide to children with SEN 
• Changing the SEN Code of Practice. 

 
Q. Will the definition of SEN change? 
A. There will be no significant changes to the definition of SEN. It will continue to be largely be defined as those who: 

• Have a greater difficulty in learning than the majority of other children 
• Have a disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of the educational 
  facilities generally provided in the area. 
  The main change is around terminology for young people over 16. Currently, they are described as having 
  “learning difficulties and disabilities” and subject to a different framework. However, under the new proposals, 
  they will be regarded as having “special educational needs” in the same way they would if they were under 16. 

THE LOCAL OFFER 
Every Local Authority will have to 

publish information about services 

expected to be available in their area 

for children and young people from 

birth to 25, with special educational 

needs and/or disabilities (SEND). This 

will be known as the ‘Local Offer’. 

 

National services and those beyond 

the Local Authority boundaries will 

also be listed.  

 

The Local Offer will put all the 

information about education, health 

and care services, leisure activities 

and support groups in one place. 

 

It has two purposes: 

1) To provide clear, comprehensive 

and accessible information about the 

support and opportunities that are 

available; and 

2) To make provision more responsive 

to local needs and aspirations of 

parents and young people who live in 

Dorset. 

 

We need you to tell us how to make 

this work effectively for you! 

EDUCATION, HEALTH & 

CARE PLANS 
Q. What is an Education, Health and 

Care Plan?  

A. The Plan is a legal document to 

replace the statement of SEN and 

will set out the support a child 

needs, in the same kind of way. It is 

expected the EHC Plan will have a 

greater focus on how health and 

social care services can help to meet 

a child’s educational needs. Like a 

statement, the focus of the new 

Plans will be on education and must 

include information on the views 

and aspirations of the child and their 

parents. 

 

Under the new proposals, children 

or young people up to the age of 19 

can have a Plan, providing they 

remain in education or training 

(including apprenticeships). In some 

cases, this can be extended up to 25. 

 

Q. My Child currently has a 

Statement of SEN 

A. Starting September 2014, all 

children/young people who 

currently have a Statement of SEN 
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will have this converted to an 

Education, Health and Care (EHC) 

plan.  The current assessment 

process, which shapes a Statement 

of SEN for a child/young person, 

focuses primarily on educational 

needs. The new EHC plan will be the 

result of a coordinated assessment, 

shaped by parents, professionals 

and, where relevant, the young 

person. The plan will focus on 

positive outcomes that will support 

the family in their daily life. 

 

Q. How will this affect my family? 

A. EHC plans come into effect from 

September 2014. Until then your 

child/young person’s Statement of 

SEN will not change. It is a legal 

document and it will continue to be 

maintained by the Local Authority. 

Any amendments must be made in 

accordance with the law as set out 

in the Code of Practice. From 

September 2014, no ‘new’ 

statements will be issued and any 

children and young people being 

assessed for the first time will be 

provided with an Education, Health 

and Care Plan. 



Membership Secretary:  

F. Brind 
11 Kingsbere Crescent, Dorchester 

DT1 2DY 
Email: 

General: dpcc@talktalk.net 
Chair: lesleymellor@sky.com 

07827 793 244 

CONTACT US 

Q. Do I need to do anything? 

A. Not yet; we are awaiting more 

guidance  on how existing SEN 

statements will be transferred into 

Education Health & Care Plans. 

 

Q. My Child has help at school and is 

currently on School Action/School 

Action Plus. 

 A.These two categories will be      

combined into a single category      

called SEN Support. 

All schools have budget money to 

support children within this category, 

and those that have statements/EHC 

plans, to fulfil their outcomes.  

 

From September 2014, all schools & 

college will have to demonstrate how 

they support children/young people 

with SEND as part of their own ‘Local 

Offer’. 

 

Q. How will this affect my family? 

A. From September 2014 you should 

be better informed as to how your 

mainstream school is supporting 

your child and you should have the 

opportunity to discuss and develop 

how school resources are used for 

children with SEND. 

 

TRANSITION TO 

ADULTHOOD. 
 

Local Authorities nationally, are 

currently formulating the best 

approaches for transition to 

adulthood.  

 

Q. How will this affect my family? 

A. From September 2014, if the 

young person has an EHC plan, which 

has an educational element to it (an 

educational spine), their plan will 

remain in effect as long as they are in 

an educational setting or Further 

Education (FE) college. We are 

unsure at this stage if duties will be 

extended to apprenticeships etc. 

 

PERSONAL BUDGETS 
 

The new EHC plans may come with an 

option of a Personal Budget for some 

families based on criteria to be 

formalised. 

 

A Personal Budget can give your family 

flexibility on how you use the money 

for your child/young person, but it will 

also require extra responsibility and 

may not be for everyone. 

 

It will be optional and you can still use 

your Direct Payments (if you have 

them) and these will not stop. 

 

Q. What is a personal budget? 

A. A personal budget is where parents 

(or a young people themselves if over 

16 yrs) are given funding to purchase 

the services or support that their EHC 

Plan says they need. 

 

We understand that funding can be 

given as “direct payments” where 

parents and young people are given 

funding directly to spend. Or it can be 

given as a “notional budget” where 

parents and young people do not 

handle any funding, but can direct the 

local authority as to how they want 

the money spent. 

 

Q.Who can have a personal budget? 

A. Under current proposals, only where 

an Education, Health and Care Plan is in 

place will a parent or young people be 

able to have a personal budget. It is 

likely that certain safeguards will be in 

put into place to ensure that the 

Personal Budget Is being used 

appropriately and that whoever takes 

control of the Personal Budget does 

not waste the money. 

 

Q. Will I have to take on a 

     Personal budget? 

A. No – it will be entirely optional. 

Q. What will I be able to buy with 

 a personal budget? 

A. This is still uncertain. It can only 

be used to purchase support 

“beyond that which is normally 

available” but what this means is 

not clear. e.g. it isn’t clear if a 

parent could use a Personal  

Budget to purchase support from 

a Teaching Assistant in their 

child’s school. Where provision is 

being purchased for use within a 

school, the Department has stated 

that the consent of the school’s 

Head Teachers is needed first. It 

has also been said that Personal 

Budgets cannot be used to 

purchase a place at a particular 

school. 

 

Q. Can my child have a Personal 

Budget themselves? 

A. If your child is over 16, in 

theory, yes.  It is very likely that 

safeguards will be in put into  

place to ensure that the personal 

budget is used appropriately and 

the  young person is supported in 

making use of it. We understand 

that a young person will need the 

consent of their college if they 

wish to use direct payments in 

this context. 

 

Q. Will I receive any help in 
spending a personal budget? 
A.  We understand that families 
will be supported by someone to 
help them decide what to buy 
with their personal budget. This 
person is sometimes known as a 
“key worker” or a “navigator”. It is 
unclear yet who this person will 
be and details of their precise role. 


