
 

DORSET PARENT-CARER COUNCIL 
INFORMATION SHEET:    SCHOOL EXCLUSIONS. 

 

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW! 
  
Who can exclude? 
Only the head teacher has the power to exclude your child. If the head teacher is not 
on site then the decision can be made by the acting head. Other members of staff 
such as heads of year cannot exclude, though they may provide information to 
support the head’s decision. 
 
Reasons for exclusion 
All exclusions must be for disciplinary reasons only.  All schools must have a 
behaviour policy setting out what the school rules are.  Schools do vary in what they 
will exclude for: some give fixed period exclusions for seemingly minor offences; 
others make greater use of alternative sanctions. 
 
Standard of proof 
The head’s decision to exclude must be taken on the ‘balance of probabilities’.  
Meaning that it is more likely than not that the pupil did what they are accused of.  
This is not the same as the ‘beyond reasonable doubt’ standard required in a 
criminal case. 
 
When exclusion is not allowed 
It is unlawful to exclude or to lengthen exclusion for a non-disciplinary reason. Some 
examples are below: 

 if your child has special educational needs and the school say it can’t meet 
those needs. It should look at putting more or different support in place 
instead. 

 if your child is not doing well in school or is not as able as other children.   
A child cannot be excluded because they are not likely to get good exam 
results. 

 because of something you have done as a parent.  That might be something 
like making a complaint or not going to a meeting at school. 

 not allowing a child back into school after a fixed period exclusion unless they 
meet particular conditions.  Once the exclusion is ended your child must be 
allowed to go back. For example the head teacher can’t extend the exclusion 
because your child won’t admit they are guilty. 

 
 
Behaviour outside school 
Pupils can be excluded for behaviour outside school, but this should be in line with 
the school’s behaviour policy.  Commonly this will include behaviour on school trips, 



behaviour when in uniform or on the way to and from school and behaviour which 
may bring the school into disrepute 
Having a say 
Where practical, a head teacher should allow a pupil to present their case before 
deciding whether to exclude. If this hasn’t happened, find out your child’s version of 
what happened and send this into school yourself. 
 
 
UNOFFICIAL EXCLUSIONS 
 
Sometimes schools may ask parents to keep their child at home without excluding 
them. This is often portrayed as doing the parent and child a favour by not making it 
official. This is not lawful, even if you agree to it.  
 
Children with SEN or disabilities 
‘Informal’ or ‘unofficial’ exclusions, such as sending pupils home to cool off, are all 
unlawful regardless of whether they occur with the agreement of parents or carers. 
Too many children and young people with SEN and disabilities are excluded illegally. 
This can occur when parents are asked to take or keep them at home from school 
without proper notification that it is an exclusion. 
This commonly includes picking them up from school early, at lunchtime, not coming 
in on certain days, or only being in school on a part-time timetable. 
Any exclusion of a pupil, even for a short period of time, must be formally recorded. 
 
Sometimes children with special educational needs can show poor behaviour 
because they are feeling frustrated in their learning. They may also have emotional 
difficulties or a disability which affects the way they behave. 
Before excluding a child with SEN, the school should look first at what additional 
support is needed or whether a different school would be more suitable. 
If your child has a statement of SEN or Education Health & Care Plan then the 
school should consider bringing forward the annual review or holding an emergency 
review. 
 
Unofficial exclusions can easily lead to a child missing considerable amounts of 
education or even dropping out of the system altogether.  
It also means that you lose your rights to make representations to the governors or 
to attend a meeting. 
Children should not be asked to stay at home because the school can't provide for 
their special educational needs or to get them out of the way during an inspection. 
If this happens, you may also wish to tell the exclusions officer in your local authority 
that this is happening.   
 
If the head teacher does not want your child in school for disciplinary reasons they 
must go through the formal exclusions process. 
 
Dorset Local Authority Exclusions Officer: Mrs Victoria Day Email: v.c.day@dorsetcc.gov.uk 
More information can be found on at: 

www.gov.uk/school-discipline-exclusions/exclusions 
www.ace-ed.org.uk/ 
www.ipsea.org.uk 
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